Surah 98 


Al-Bayyinah 


(The Clear Proof) 


(Madinan Period) 


Title 


The opening word of the Sirah, al-bayyinah (the clear proof) 
constitutes its title. 


Period of Revelation 


There is some contention as to whether this Sirah is Makkan 
or Madinan. Some Qur’anic scholars describe it as Makkan and 
others as Madinan. Interestingly, both adduce their respective 
Opinions as the consensus view. Ibn al-Zubayr and ‘Ata’ ibn 
Yasar speak of it as Madinan. Two opposing views are ascribed 
to Ibn ‘Abbas and Qatadah. ‘A’ishah regards it as Makkan. In his 
Bahr al-Muhit Abū Hayyan and in his Ahkam al-Qur’an ‘Abd al- 
Mun‘im ibn al-Faras endorse the same view. There. is, however, 
No textual reference in the Sirah to indicate whether it is Makkan 
or Madinan. 
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AL-BAYYINAH (The Clear Proof) 


Subject Matter and Themes 

Its placement next to Sirahs al-‘Alaq and al-Qadr is of much 
significance. Sarah al-’Alag contains the earliest revelation; Sūrah 
al-Qadr specifies when it was revealed and this Sirah explains why 
a Messenger was sent down along with the Book. 

The Siirah first describes the rationale behind the advent of a 
Messenger. It is stressed that the unbelievers, be they from among 
the People of the Book or polytheists, could not see the right way 
without being guided by a Messenger. He was to present before 
them the Book of Allah in its pristine purity, free from all the 
corruption that had vitiated earlier Scriptures. Next, the errors of 
the People of the Book are taken up. They did not go astray because 
of lack of divine guidance. Rather, they deviated from the truth 
even in the face of such guidance imparted to them. They are solely 
responsible for their errors. If they persist in their evil ways, even 
after the advent of Allah’s Final Messenger, their accountability 
for their errors will be all the more aggravated. 

All the Messengers and Scriptures instruct man that he should 
turn wholly to serving Allah, while abandoning all else. Man 
should not associate anyone in worshipping and serving Him, he 
should also establish Prayer and pay Zakah. All along, this has been 
the true faith. This itself clarifies that all the accretions adopted 
by the People of the Book are false, as they betray deviation from 
the right way. The Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) now 
pa ae to revert to the true faith. 

inally, it is asserted that those Peo 
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